
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 1 
 2 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 3 
 4 

June 6, 2017 5 
 6 

  9:00 AM Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 

10:00 AM Update-Human Resources/Risk Management – Tanya Craig and/or Debi Hilts 

10:30 AM Continued Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation Capital Improvements 134 

11:00 AM Update Public Works-Josh Thomson & Ben Rough 

  1:30 PM Citizens Comment Period 

  2:00 PM Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation Jail 

  2:15 PM Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation Jail Commissary  

  2:30 PM Discussion – Shoreline Master Program – Perry Huston  

  4:30 PM Approve Consent Agenda 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on June 6, 2017 with 7 

Commissioner Jim DeTro, Commissioner Chris Branch, and Laleña Johns, Clerk of the Board 8 

present.  9 

 10 

Commissioners convened the board at 9:00 a.m. 11 

 12 

Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 13 

Josh Freel, Tanya Craig, Perry Huston, Joe Poulin, Lalena Johns, Albert Lin 14 

 15 

Mr. Freel asked if his staff would be required to work the weekend before and the weekend after 16 

fair. The weekend prior to fair is a holiday weekend and staff would generate double time if 17 

asked to work, and there isn’t much budget to cover that expense.  Mr. Freel explained the FAC 18 

likes to come in the weekend before to accomplish the final prep work for fair, but he doesn’t 19 

see why his staff should be in the office for that. Commissioner Hover will ask the FAC about it 20 

at their next meeting. He will suggest a schedule be completed showing when Fairgrounds staff 21 

would be needed so we have an idea how much overtime might be generated. Mr. Freel replied 22 

that he anticipates overtime during the fair as it is, but he doesn’t think the holiday weekend 23 

before the fair should be required. 24 

 25 

Mr. Freel discussed the well situation on the grounds is good. He runs 30 sprinklers everyday 26 

but nothing over the weekend and nothing overnight. Commissioner Hover explained that 27 

Washington Tractor discussed with him the possibility of installing an underground sprinkler 28 

system. He would like get quotes for the entire system as it would be a more efficient way of 29 

irrigating. There could be some in-kind work that could be traded for some of the work to be 30 

done in phases. The RV Park might be a place to start the system. In the long run it would save 31 

money, but we need a quote for the system as a whole. The project budget could be set for the 32 

entire project then phase the work.  33 

 34 
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Mr. Freel has been receiving requests for Winter RV storage Ms. Craig said the county would 35 

not be responsible for stolen or vandalized property and the county would not accept the liability 36 

for damages. There is not sufficient security and oversite during the winter hours for such a 37 

service. Ms. Craig if the board did provide the storage a better contract would need to be drafted 38 

so the renters are very aware they rent at their own risk. If the board wishes to go in that 39 

direction, let her know. Commissioner Branch would like to go in that direction and 40 

Commissioner Hover would like to consider. Commissioner DeTro stated it is a small revenue 41 

generator but there really isn’t any out of pocket cost to the county. We get many calls about 42 

this service as there aren’t many available spaces for covered parking in the county. 43 

 44 

The race track rails were discussed. Ms. Craig explained PVC was previously considered and it 45 

has issues as it gets brittle in the sun. Commissioner Branch asked about flexible materials. 46 

Commissioner Hover asked if a group formed an association and had their own insurance, 47 

would the county consider contracting with the association for use of the race track. Ms. Craig 48 

said she would be okay with that as a rental agreement and insurance would be in place freeing 49 

the county from liability. Mr. Freel said we do not have the proper grooming equipment to prep 50 

the track every time. The association would have to do the work with their own equipment.  The 51 

Clerk of the Board asked how the county would handle the association if they began to charge 52 

others for use of the track. The charge for annual dues would be up to them, but they could not 53 

charge people to use the track only members could use the track under the contract.  54 

 55 

Mr. Freel explained he is tracking costs for the new rental rates schedule and a draft proposal 56 

will be developed for commissioners’ future consideration.  57 

 58 

A Beer Garden at the fair was discussed. Commissioners do not object to having the garden as 59 

long it is segregated and the Risk Manager comes up with an amiable liability policy. Director 60 

Huston suggested a resolution be approved to create a specific structure with boundaries by 61 

which the FAC follow for approval. Commissioners would like Ms. Craig to draft a resolution 62 

establishing an annual process for FAC beer garden approval.   63 

 64 

Ms. Craig explained she has completed the changes to the draft Douglas County inmate 65 

housing contract and it is out to the parties for review. She said the Teamsters Solid Waste 66 

contract is about completed and the Camp Post contract is also drafted and being reviewed. Mr. 67 

Freel has someone on site ready to start as camp host once the contract is ready for signatures.  68 

 69 

Mr. Poulin provided the board with the status on the Courthouse energy project. Piping is 70 

installed, and the second injection well has water coming out the top of it. That will be assessed. 71 

The water table is so high right now that it could be affecting the injection of water back into the 72 

aquifer. All internal piping will be done by next week and testing will proceed after that. The Jail 73 

is staying cool hooked to city water.  74 

 75 

Mr. Poulin alerted the board about a drain issue on the North end of the Courthouse where a 76 

drain overflows onto neighboring property. It is the city’s drain and they have been notified of the 77 

overflow. The water comes off our parking lot and courthouse roof into the drain. The tile was 78 
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installed by county, however. Commissioner Hover asked about the city’s storm water 79 

management plan. Commissioner Branch suggested we first be cooperative with the city. There 80 

could be stipulations in it for this.  81 

 82 

Director Huston explained letters he drafted regarding Tonasket EMS District L&I tax payments. 83 

The letters were provided to commissioners for review and signature. Life Line Wayne Walker 84 

will be meeting with him to finish the values portion of the Tonasket EMS services contract. 85 

When completed, it will be routed to the commissioners for review and signature.  86 

 87 

Mr. Lin explained he previously discussed issues with the board during executive session. If the 88 

board wished to discuss further he is available. The Contract with Douglas County Inmate 89 

Housing was discussed he is fine with the review copy.  90 

 91 

The Clerk of the Board handed out her agenda. (attached) She went over the following items 92 

with the board: Fair Housing Resolution regarding Commissioners Office being the fair housing 93 

contact whereby the brochure and fair housing poster will be required to be displayed and the 94 

information provided in public buildings with a contact for additional information. This is a 95 

requirement for many Commerce grants the county has.  96 

 97 

The old Veterans Van was returned. The VSO recommended it be turned into the outreach van 98 

for assignment. The County would assign it to the veterans outreach program instead of using 99 

personal vehicle for the outreach program. She recommended the previous resolution 100 

transferring it to North Valley hospital be rescinded. The sellers report was not authorized. The 101 

Van will need to be retitled with exempt county plates and paperwork for insurance provided 102 

through Tanya Craig. 103 

 104 

Quad County NEWC meeting Proposed date Friday July 14 11:00 a.m. Pend Oreille County. 105 

Commissioners discussed that they would attend. 106 

 107 

Clerk of the Board discussed her desire to develop simplified board meeting procedures for the 108 

board. (parliamentary procedures) She wants to reestablish departmental procedures for 109 

submittals using the agenda bill process so contracts are reviewed, signed and ready for 110 

commissioners’ signature as the last signatory, when possible. She would like to provide 111 

instructions to departments on common drive for the desired process.  112 

 113 

The Clerk of the Board is taking Annual Leave Friday, June 9- staff will cover the office.  114 

 115 

Update-Human Resources/Risk Management – Tanya Craig and/or Debi Hilts 116 

Albert Lin, Laurie Thomas, Tanya Craig, Leah McCormack, Charleen Groomes 117 

 118 

Ms. Craig explained the group received a resolution that was drafted by Mr. Rabidou 119 

setting forth how the Board would provide for the Jury Management position. The 120 

resolution was sent to the Board for review and Ms. Craig provided it to the above 121 
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elected officials. The draft generated some concern from the elected officials so they 122 

are here to discuss. The draft resolution was not provided to the Clerk of the Board.  123 

 124 

Treasurer McCormack stated her position. It is a matter equality and equity. Mr. Lin 125 

explained the value of the position was previously discussed with the board. 126 

Commissioner Hover replied it has been a very confusing issue over the length of time 127 

the position has been filled, with many resolutions being adopted signed since 2014. 128 

The precedence has been set on this. We have told other part time employees “no” to 129 

the county paying their full time benefit costs, and this position is part time with Full 130 

County paid benefits. Commissioner Hover asked how we take away the benefits once 131 

the precedence is set. Ms. Craig replied it has to be substantiated, in this situation it is 132 

because it isn’t in our policy for part time employees to be provided full paid benefits. 133 

Treasurer McCormack said when mistakes are made and you find them, typically they 134 

are corrected, but this position has been extended over the years with the overall 135 

thought of correcting it at some point. Mr. Lin is concerned because we are in current 136 

litigation and wondered whether this issue might be the next shoe to drop since it has to 137 

do with the same department.  138 

 139 

Auditor Thomas explained her concern about the disparities with the position being at a 140 

grade 18, and other clerks performing similar duties are only grade 13, such as the 141 

District Court clerk. The current jury manager is performing the same duties that other 142 

grade 13 clerks are doing. A clerk is a clerk is a clerk and this is an instance why 143 

government gets a bad rap because what you get is based on who you know. We need 144 

to get the job descriptions laid out and on the same page.  145 

 146 

Commissioner Hover read the very first resolution 62-2014 which included the adoption 147 

of job description tasks for the Judicial Assistants which the Jury manager is supposed 148 

to be crossed trained to do. Commissioner Hover asked what the recommendation of 149 

the group is. Clerk Groomes stated that due to being threaten by lawsuit she would not 150 

like the position back under her office because of that threat. However, the RCW says it 151 

may fall under the Superior Court. Treasurer McCormack would like consistency. 152 

Commissioner Branch understands the decision the board is faced with. There is not 153 

much support as is, by the board, and he doesn’t feel any support for the position as is. 154 

Commissioner Branch stated the positon be in accordance with the personnel policy by 155 

dropping the benefits. Further, Judge Short has not been consulted with in terms of the 156 

Trial Court Improvement fund continuing to support the position. District Court does not 157 

derive 50% equity on the services provided. Effective jury management should be 158 

provided to both courts. Auditor Thomas explained a resolution was drafted that 159 

basically stated the position stay within the county policy but set the position at 20 hrs. 160 

per week with some benefits, but Superior Court rejected it. That would be an 161 
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acceptable resolution to offer. She further explained her part time position is provided 162 

part time benefits, but she has lost some good people because of the lack of benefits. 163 

This Jury Management position was specifically created around one person, and that is 164 

just not right.  165 

 166 

Mr. Lin explained his concern with the current draft resolution as it provides that the 167 

position would be funded by Current Expense, allows full benefits for a part time 168 

employee against the personnel policy and what any other part time employees are 169 

allowed, and that one court derives more support from the position than the other. No 170 

one is indispensable. Commissioner Branch explained we should bite the bullet and do 171 

what we need to do and not give someone what we are not willing to give anyone else. 172 

He doesn’t want to kick the can down the road. Commissioner Hover said next week is 173 

the 6-month window for review and the board needs to either continue the position with 174 

reduced benefits or decide on something else. Ms. Craig explained how the courts 175 

might react to the decision if different than what they want.  176 

 177 

Auditor Thomas explained the courts might complain about mis-trials happening if the 178 

position is not funded with full benefits and the person leaves the position.  She stated 179 

someone should be cross-trained to learn the skills. Commissioner Branch reiterated 180 

that we just move forward. Treasurer McCormack said she appreciated the 181 

commissioners looking at all the resolutions and considering the fairness of the 182 

situation. Ms. Craig asked if the commissioners were okay with a 90 notice going to the 183 

employee. Commissioner Hover explained that it would give the employee time to get 184 

alternative insurance, and time to understand that the benefits would go away at a 185 

certain point, he was agreeable to the notice. Commissioner Branch is agreeable with 186 

that too. However, the Commissioners would like to meet with the Superior Court before 187 

providing the notice. The Clerk of the Board will set up a meeting between the board 188 

and Superior Court.  Ms. Craig will develop a draft resolution dropping the benefits in 90 189 

days and providing further for the position from Trial Court Improvement fund for the 190 

remaining period.  191 

 192 

Albert Lin left the meeting at 10:43 a.m. 193 

 194 

Continued Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation Capital Improvements 134 195 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up to staff. The Clerk of the Board explained 196 

the amount of the supplemental does not exceed the approved contracted amount. This 197 

will put available funds into the expenditure line for remaining costs of the energy 198 

project. Commissioner DeTro closed staff and opened up for citizen comment seeing 199 

none he closed comment and opened up for commissioner discussion. 200 

 201 
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Motion Resolution 87-2017 Supplemental Appropriation Capital Improvement 202 

fund 203 

Commissioner Hover moved to approve resolution 87-2017 a supplemental 204 

appropriation within the Capital Improvement fund 134 in the amount of $198,000. 205 

Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  206 

 207 

Motion - Voucher Approval - Commissioners 208 
Vouchers certified and audited by the Auditing Officer as required by RCW 42.24.080 209 

and those expense reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 have 210 

been recorded on a list, and made available to the Board.  As of this date, the Board did 211 

vote, by unanimous vote, to approve the special vouchers in the amount of $17,777. 212 

Warrant numbers as cited on the attached blanket voucher list. Motion seconded and 213 

carried.  214 

Update Public Works-Josh Thomson & Ben Rough 215 

Josh Thomson, Ben Rough, Heidi Connelly, Members of the public Leah Arroyo-Green 216 

and her neighbors  217 

 218 

Maintenance Road Conditions 219 

Engineer Thomson explained Peter Dan Road issues and timeline for moving forward 220 

with the temporary repairs and a recommendation for permanent fix. An emergency 221 

contract would be suggested that would allow one lane to be cut through the slide for 222 

emergency use only. The lane would need to be maintained. Permission to place the fill 223 

down onto the slope side was obtained and that is good news and will help a lot with the 224 

second phase permanent fix.  225 

 226 

Citizens who need to use Peter Dan Road came in to discuss the repairs. Ms. Arroyo-227 

Green said she would like to help with whatever the county needs. She said her family 228 

owns property off the road and she offered it up as a place to put the fill. Engineer 229 

Thomson explained another arrangement has been made. She asked if there is 230 

anything they can do to help. The other man explained his concern about upcoming fire 231 

season and access being opened by then. It is necessary for residents and fire 232 

personnel to use this road.  233 

 234 

Ms. Arroyo-Green asked about Buffalo Lake road repairs as it is the detour route used. 235 

It has been almost intolerable and hazardous. Engineer Thomson heard their concerns 236 

and further explained the plan for temporary fix of Peter Dan Road. The  237 

 238 

Engineer Thomson continued with his maintenance update on several road issues.  239 

 240 
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FEMA ERFO and ER will not give any help with our flood damage due to us not meeting 241 

the threshold during the event timelines. A meeting will be held to see if the timeframes 242 

could be combined.  243 

 244 

Sinlahekin Road 245 

A plan to open up Sinlahekin Road to get it open in time for the ATV jamboree is 246 

happening on Thursday. An HPA is required.  247 

 248 

Highway 3 3R, Tonasket Bridge South bids are recommended to be rejected due to cost 249 

being much more than engineer estimate.  250 

 251 

B-3 and B-15 Bridge Replacements were discussed and those requirements are being 252 

worked on. 253 

 254 

ER&R proposals. Grants available for lighting upgrades in the shops was discussed. 255 

Engineer Thomson explained the estimated costs out of pocket costs would be around 256 

$14,000 to $15,000 with an $11,000 rebate. More quotes would be needed before 257 

proceeding with the lighting changes, but if the board agrees with moving forward with 258 

the project there would be significant savings once the new lighting was installed.  The 259 

board was in favor of moving forward with this project.  260 

 261 

11:30 a.m. member of the public McCoy arrived. 262 

 263 

No comments have been received regarding the proposed speed limit changes other 264 

than the Methow Valley News as they wanted to do a story on it.  265 

 266 

Pit agreements continue to be secured for the different areas with good prices.  267 

 268 

WATV map 269 

Commissioner Hover stated Forest Service cannot meet with the board until July 11, 270 

and Director Huston appears to be taking the lead on this. Commissioner Branch 271 

suggested a commissioner or two meet with city councils in the north county to provide 272 

information such as a list of proposed roads and maps in order to generate comments. 273 

A special meeting might be held to get the information out to the city people. 274 

Commissioners would like Engineer Thomson to attend. The proposed date would be 275 

June 28 to meet with city of Oroville. Those dates work for the commissioners and 276 

Engineer Thomson to meet with the city of Oroville.  277 

 278 

Mr. Rough asked the board for executive session to discuss matters concerning  279 

 280 

Motion Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1) (g) 281 
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Commissioner Branch moved to go into executive session at 11:40 am for 20 minutes inviting 282 

HR Tanya Craig, Heidi Connelly, and Ben Rough to discuss review of performance of a public 283 

employee. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  284 

Executive Session ended at 12:00. No decisions were made. 285 

 286 

Commissioner Hover moved to adjourn for lunch. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  287 

 288 

Commissioners convened the board at 1:30 p.m. 289 

 290 

Citizens Comment Period 291 

Brad Zabreznik, Gina McCoy, Laura Super, Carol Sivak, Tanya Craig 292 

 293 

Mr. Zabreznik discussed the county allowing him and others to use the Fairgrounds race track 294 

to exercise race horses.  He wanted to know if there was any way the county would reconsider.  295 

 296 

Commissioner Hover explained if a race association was formed and insurance obtained and 297 

maintained the commissioners would consider a contract for use of the race track. He discussed 298 

track maintenance would have to be done by the association. The county currently cannot afford 299 

rail replacements as it would take around $180,000 and that would not serve everyone in the 300 

county. It is one of the items if funding where the county would be willing to budget for upkeep, 301 

but it would also take people in the racehorse community to help keep the track maintained. 302 

Commissioner DeTro commented that if an association is formed and insurance purchased, the 303 

association could use the track as is. The county is still using the track for fair races; we just 304 

cannot rent it to individuals. Commissioner Hover explained when he spoke to the Douglas 305 

County Fair they do not let individuals use their race track. Mr. Zabreznik explained that 306 

Douglas County actually gave him a contract for use of their arena and said it would also 307 

include use of the race track when completed. (attached)  308 

 309 

Commissioners explained the liability issues they wish to avoid. Mr. Zabreznik asked if the 310 

county plans to groom the track every week prior to fair. Commissioner DeTro stated he would 311 

need to be worked out by the Fair Advisory Committee (FAC).  Mr. Zabreznik would like a 312 

contract with Okanogan County like the Douglas County one for either $20 per day or $50 per 313 

month. In Ms. Craig’s opinion the rails is one concern but there are also big rocks that come up. 314 

Mr. Zabreznik said there is also a hard spot where everyone drives across the track. He asked if 315 

that could be stopped permanently.  316 

 317 

Ms. Craig said if the track issues could be addressed first she would be more comfortable. The 318 

difference between the two tracks is very different. Waterville track is much better than ours and 319 

does not pose as much risk to the users. Commissioner Hover asked Ms. Craig to look into 320 

what a set standard is. She said our track we can openly see the issues we have, but if we 321 

mitigate that she would consider it if it was brought up to a reasonable state. The county might 322 

reconsider if the track was brought up to a better condition.  323 

 324 
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Gina McCoy member of the public discussed her comment about the documents on the 325 

Shoreline master plan. She believes the technical opinions are flawed particularly the shoreline 326 

characterization is outdated incomplete and there is up to date information that is not 327 

incorporated and best available science has moved on from 2006 data. The methodology and 328 

data gaps skews the results and leads to the conclusion that streams are better than they 329 

actually are. She is referring to the characterizations. There is much info that could be plugged 330 

in that would change the findings. Commissioner Hover asked what could be added. She 331 

analyzed the problems and she could sit down another time to go over those. The no net loss is 332 

based on having all the restorations going on to add to the mitigation. Contractors may not pay 333 

the mitigation costs. It doesn’t come across that those issues have been considered.  334 

 335 

Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation Jail 336 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up for staff. The Clerk of the Board recommended the 337 

hearing be continued to 4:00 p.m. Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing for citizen 338 

comment, seeing none he opened up for commissioner discussion. 339 

 340 

Commissioner Branch moved to continue the hearing for Supplemental Appropriation within the 341 

Jail fund to 4:00 p.m. today. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried. 342 

 343 

Public Hearing Supplemental Appropriation Jail Commissary  344 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up for staff. The Clerk of the Board recommended the 345 

hearing be continued to 4:05 p.m. Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing for citizen 346 

comment, seeing none he opened up for commissioner discussion. 347 

 348 

Commissioner Branch moved to continue the hearing for Supplemental Appropriation within the 349 

Jail Commissary fund to 4:05 p.m. today. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion 350 

carried.  351 

 352 

Discussion – Shoreline Master Program – Perry Huston  353 

Angie Hubbard, six members of the public who did not sign in. 354 

 355 

The shoreline master plan Dept. of Ecology comments were reviewed and discussed. Ms. 356 

Hubbard provided the draft and comments via projector so everyone could observe.  357 

 358 

The 14th of June is when Ecology is meeting here in Okanogan County again.  359 

 360 

Continued Public Hearing Resolution 94-2017 Supplemental Appropriation Jail 361 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up for staff. No staff commented. Commissioner 362 

DeTro opened the hearing for citizen comment, seeing none he opened up for commissioner 363 

discussion. 364 

 365 

Motion Resolution 94-2017 Supplemental Appropriation Jail 366 
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Commissioner Branch moved to approve resolution 94-2017 a supplemental appropriation 367 

within the Jail fund in the amount of $17,900. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion 368 

carried.  369 

 370 

Continued public hearing Supplemental Appropriation Jail Commissary Fund 371 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up for staff. No staff commented. Commissioner 372 

DeTro opened the hearing for citizen comment, seeing none he opened up for commissioner 373 

discussion. 374 

 375 

Motion Resolution 95-2017 Supplemental Appropriation Jail Commissary 376 

Commissioner Hover moved to approved resolution 95-20174 a supplemental appropriation 377 

within the Jail commissary fund in the amount of 4,000. Motion was seconded, all were in favor, 378 

motion carried 379 

 380 

Approve Consent Agenda 381 

Commissioner Hover moved to approve the consent agenda items 1-7, as presented. Motion 382 

was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  383 
1) Meeting Minutes May 30 & 31, 2017 384 
2) Agreement - LTAC - Rally at the Border 385 
3) Contract Recommendation – Highway 7 (Bridge South) Public Works  386 
4) Contract - Central Landfill Janitorial Services – WBD Janitorial, LLC 387 
5) Amendment – Homeless Housing Funds – OCCAC 388 
6) CDBG Fire #15 Environmental Review Tier I Determination of Categorical Exclusion 6-E NEPA 389 
7) Resolution 93-2017 Fair Housing Policy and Contact Designation 390 

 391 

Commissioners adjourned the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 392 

 393 

 394 


